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Garland extends lead in the championship

Round 6 of the M.M.C. Challenge was held on 27th July 1997 at
Pembrey, South Wales. Conditions at the circuit at 8.45 a.m. were
hardly what one would expect of late July — very overcast but never-
theless dry. By the time of the practice session, a prompt 9.40 a.m.,
most of the cloud had cleared to reveal patchy blue skies.

Practice started and finished briskly. 6 very quick laps interrupted
only briefly by class A Competitor Mike Fellows for bringing the yel-
low flags out at Spitfires after a spin. Making most progress was Class
D Competitor James Paterson with a 1:08.79 giving him sixth place on
the grid. Martin Kurrein’s car looked particularly wonky with damage
received while practising for another race, but this was soon rectified by
Martin back in the paddock where he was seen vigorously jumping up
and down on the front bumper. Pole position again went to Peter
Garland with a 1:04.44. The reappearance of Chas Windridge after a
long absence was a most welcome sight in the paddock. Following a
fraught testing session at Mallory the previous Wednesday his supreme
effort of repairing the car was rewarded by 5th on the grid. Class C

the entire circuit with Peter Garland creating a good lead. Class E run-
ner Barry Sumner sampled the grass coming out of Dibeni Bend get-
ting into a small spin, but fortunately managing to stay in control
rejoining in front of Class C runner Doug Taylerson. Class B runners
Malcolm Paul and Grahame Walker were also involved in an exciting
tussle just outside the Paddock Entrance. Grahame tried to overtake
Malcolm on the bend but was forced to back down when the back of
his car became a touch loose. Maybe next lap? Simon McDermott’s
race however, was sadly over when as coming up to the Paddock
Entrance his engine let go. He managed to remove the car from the cir-
cuit before it dispensed its entire capacity of oil all over it.

Starting Lap 5 Peter Garland appeared to be in complete control
opening up a substantial lead over Grahame Walker and Malcolm Paul
who continued their own battle. The rest of the field followed around
with a large gap opening up behind Chris Acklam. By half way Peter
Garland was starting to lap Class C contenders Doug Taylerson and
Peter Sargeant.

Competitor Doug Taylerson bought up the rear guard - - Class A runner Mike Fellows was leading a group of 4
with a 1:20.48 on only his second outing of the season. | The championship | cars at close quarters, Martin Kurrein, James Paterson
By the time 1.55 p.m. arrived we had seen a drastic — after 6 rounds and Chris Acklam successively. Then came Simon
change in temperature as the weather turned very hot Orebi Gann and Chris Springall followed by the con-
and sunny. The cars assembled on the grid in prepara- Class A stantly battling pairs of Peter Horsman/Colin Treble
tion for the warm up lap. When the Marshalls were P_eter Garland 66 1 and Jack Bellinger/John Clarke — their cars being stuck
ready all cars set off and completed the lap without | Simon McDermott 26 | together like glue. EXCELLENT!
incident, re-grouping in their designated positions. | James Edgerton 16 | Peter continued to surge through the field for what
The cars all looked superb with the sunlight reflecting | Mike Fellows 14 Jwould almost certainly be a well deserved victory but
from their bonnets. Everyone built their revs up and | Keith Ahlers 12 | Grahame Walker’s race sadly ended at this point. A
watched the “christmas tree” and when the lights went | Chas Windridge 8 [ stone thrown up from the track found its way between
green one felt that eighteen clutches had been ceremo- | Craig Jones 6 [ his modified grill and penetrated his radiator. James
niously dumped. Class B Paterson had closed up on Martin Kurrein, looked like
Peter Garland made a super start from pole and was ol 13 overtaking and by Lap 9 had successfully completed this
first to enter Hatchets Hairpin. Simon McDermott fol- Malco manoeuvre. Chris Springall made a supreme effort to
lowed with Grahame Walker moving up one place into el tlle = ass Colin Treble up the inside of Dibeni Bend and was
gup p p p
third. Class E runner Peter Horsman also made an Tony Howard 6 rewarded for his efforts by gaining another place.
excellent start moving up to ninth from thirteenth. | Class C GREAT MOVE!
Chris Springall was on a charge but outbraked himself | Peter Sargeant 37 By Lap 11 Class E boy Jack Bellinger had established
and had to take to the escape road. This caused a cer- | Stephen Lockett 15 | a reasonable lead over John Clarke. On Lap 12 Chris
tain flurry of activity culminating in James Paterson | Doug Taylerson 6 | Acklam set a lap record in Class D and when Martin
taking to the grass and rejoining at Spitfires just as Class D Kurrein ran wide on Dibeni bend took full advantage by
Simon Orebi Gann was approaching. Simon took to - - passing on the inside.
- . . Martin Kurrein 47 . .
the grass on the other side, losing places in the process. At thirteen John Clarke ran wide and made an excur-
Lap two saw the first eight cars through in the same Jam('es LR o sion across the grass but kept full control to finish the
order with one for one changing of positions down the C.hrls Acklam 37 race. The yellow flags appeared to mark the end of the
field. Peter Garland set a new lap record in Class A | Simon Orebi Gann 28 | race, but not in time to save Martin Kurrein from leav-
with a 1:03.68. Chris Springall 23 | ing the track owing to brake failure at the very last bend
At the third things got very exciting with some excel- Class E — terribly bad luck.
lent racing at Dibeni Bend between Class E runners, pPeter Horsman 55 Peter Garland took a deserved win with another
Jack Bellinger and John Clarke when to all intents and  jack Bellinger 36 superb drive. Malcolm Paul won Class B with Peter
purpose Jack gave the impression of trying to climb up Mary Lindsay 32 Sargeant and James Paterson winning Classes C and D
John’s exhaust pipe — very exciting. Mike Fellows Colin Treble 29 respectively. A brilliant race-long duel between Peter
unfortunately briefly left the track, causing superficial Tl @l 19 Horsman and Colin Treble, with fractions of seconds
damage to one of those monster side pipes, owing to Chris Phillips 1 separating them throughout, resulted in the Class E win
oil leaking from the back brakes. He managed to keep Barry Sumner 9 for Peter and a new lap record of 1:11.28 for Colin.
full control and finish the race despite this problem. y WELL DONE!
Grahame Walker set a new lap record in Class B with D.aV|d James 0 © Jon Hopkins, Morgan Challenge
a 1:06.04. Rick Bourne 2 Round 6, Pembrey, 27 July 1997
By the start of Lap 4 the cars had spread out across D0ug Taylerson 1




I’'m peded at
Pembrey

Up at 4am. | look great in the
morning, hair in all directions
— soon sorted that out on the
M4. 5000 rpm all the way.
When | got to Wales my hair
was dead straight — back-
wards! (What | want to know
is — why do we have to pay to
go into Wales? 'Cos the sheep
are freel)

During a good practice | was
slightly surprised that, after
three laps, Barry was still
pushing me — ‘have to watch
him later’. Four cars in Class
E on 1min 12secs: one Plus 4
on 1min 14secs, the gangster!

Colin had the fastest practice
time — no Mary! (NB. Missed
you — not a lot!) So | tried the
old psychology on him but,
like most things this year, it
didn’t work.

When the lights went green,
we all got away well, loads of
cars round the hairpin and
that’s where the bandit got in
front of me. We had a good
battle for a couple of laps and
the outlaw became wide -
very wide — so we decided not
to race on the track any more
and took to the grass for much
of the time. Well, 1 finally got
past the criminal but went
straight on at the hairpin and
had to restart my chase with
the villain. I caught him up
but just couldn’t get past.
There’s only one thing to do
with a cowboy hood - that’s
shoot him in the back!! Well I
did! When Peter came by to
lap us John went wide again,
finally my chance to overtake
— | made it! It got a bt lonely
after that and | got to the line
on my own.

You may ask why ‘bandit’,
‘outlaw’, ‘villain’, etc. Well,
John’s done more holdups
than Jesse James!

Well Colin got the fastest lap
and broke yet another of my
lap records and Peter won
Class E again. Well done.

John BOVHC Clarke, still a
Moss box +8 out in front.

The Rev Larger Balltwinger

Pembr...Eeee

The gloves were off at Pembrey as Colin Treble dared to chal-
lenge the Class E specialist of Peter Horsman, and Jack
Bellinger and John Clarke took their own personal battle to new
heights in Wales. These four cars and two battles provided the
highlight of the day for the Welsh crowd.

Colin made his intentions known by recording a blistering qual-
ifying lap, nudging Peter off pole position. Jack slotted in behind
Peter but only just ahead of Barry Sumner who, with a different
carburettor setup, had the flat rad flying. John qualified behind
Barry and ahead of the two honoree Class E +4s of Peter
Sargeant and Doug Taylerson. With cars lined up on the grid
the +4s outnumbered the +8s by 4 to 3 — how long is it since we
have witnessed this in the race series?

When the green lights came on, Peter and John both made
demon starts. By Hatchets Hairpin Peter had the inside line
over Colin and John had stormed past Barry and Jack on the
outside, cut a swathe across the track and tucked in behind
Colin. Through the clouds of dust Peter and Doug appeared
unscathed but Barry somehow became lost in the melee and was
relegated to the rear of the field.

Once clear of Hatchets Peter tried to dominate but Colin was
having none of it. By lap 2 Colin was hounding Peter and, going
into Dibeni, Peter went wide allowing Colin to cruise up the
inside and into the lead. Peters’ response was quick and decisive
— as, by the start/finish line, Peter had re-established his front
line position.

Meanwhile Jack was all over John like a rash and was bobbing
from left to right in an effort to unsettle the blue car. John was
desperately hugging the inside line to such an extent that Jack
even tried the grass coming out of the Honda Curve in a valiant
attempt to have the inside line going into Hatchets. Squeezed
into the pit wall at 200mph cannot have been much fun for Jack
but the old WARhorse appears to be happy taking up a second
career as a grass track racer!

The commentator must have thought all his Christmases had
come at once because no sooner had Peter retaken the lead
than Colin surged past again at Dibeni. John was exiting wide
on most of the corners and, with Jack no more than a few inch-
es from his rear bumper, was merrily getting into this new sport
of Autocross.

Something had to give — and it did on lap 7. John inexplicably
slowed coming out of Hatchets and, with nowhere to go, Jack
mounted the rear of the +4 losing all control [Ed: Jack? control?]
of his steering. When the car finally hit the tarmac, John was
back on the gas but his loss of momentum was enough to let
Jack through.

As the class was beginning to be lapped, Peter finally took Colin
and the chequered flag for a well-deserved victory. With Colin
and Peter never more than a hair’s-breadth apart for the whole
13 laps, honours were even as Colin was credited with the
fastest lap and a hard-earned new lap record. Jack took third
with John following in behind. Barry had recovered to take both
the Sarge and Doug, while the ‘wide boys’ battle was settled in
favour of the Sarge.

Blimey! Can this class get any better? Next stop Silverstone,
where the +4s are to be supplemented by the debut of Brian
Jenkins in his newly rebuilt +4 and Jim Deacon’s Super Sports.
Mary Lindsay is expected to return with JEK and a class of 11
cars is expected in a field of over 30 Morgans. It just keeps get-
ting better and better ...

I-Spy

Bentley Drivers’
entries

Tony Morgan-Tripp

Memorial

1 Martin Kurrein +8
2 Mike Fellows +8
3 James Edgerton +8
4 Peter Sargeant +8
6 Chas Windridge +8
7 Mary Lindsay +8
8 Peter Garland +8
10  Jim Deacon +4SS
13 Chris Acklam +8
14 Grahame Walker +8
15  Craig Jones +8
16  Malcolm Paul +8
17 Jack Bellinger +8
18  John Clarke +4SS
20  Simon McDermott +8
21 James Paterson +8
22 Barry Sumner +4
23 Doug Taylerson +4
24 Phil Brown +8
26  Brian Jenkins +4
29  Keith Ahlers +8
30  Alan Biggar +8
33 Chris Phillips +8
35  Chris Springall +8
39  Simon Orebi Gann +8
47  Colin Treble +8
54 Peter Horsman +8
60  Christian Bock +8
66  Tony Howard +8
85  Chris Dady 4/4
99 Matthew Wurr +8
156 Kelvin Laidlaw +8
Morris Stapleton
Trophy

1 Martin Kurrein +8
2 Mike Fellows +8
3 James Edgerton +8
4 Peter Sargeant +8
6 Chas Windridge +8
8 Peter Garland +8
13 Chris Acklam +8
15  Craig Jones +8
16  Malcolm Paul +8
18  John Clarke +4SS
20  Simon McDermott +8
21 James Paterson +8
22 Barry Sumner +4
25  Colin Treble +8
29  Keith Ahlers +8
30  Alan Biggar +8
39  Simon Orebi Gann +8
45 Bruce Stapleton +8
54 Peter Horsman +8
60  Christian Bock +8
85  Chris Dady 4/4
99  Matthew Wurr +8
135 Graham White +8




From the Competition Secretary

BDC Silverstone — Saturday 9 August

As in recent years, Lucas are very kindly allowing us to use
their Courtesy Suite (Box 19), where we will be running a
Cash Donations Bar (as at Donington).

Any offers to help behind the bar would be much appreciat-
ed. Please contact me if you can offer some assistance.

Zandvoort — 6 & 7 September

Entry forms and timetable are enclosed for the prestigious
“British Sports Car Festival” at Zandvoort.

The outline is untimed practice (called ‘free’ but to be paid
for!) on Friday, two qualifying sessions on Saturday (11.45
and 15.10) and an 18 lap race on Sunday (13.30).

The Dutch Morgan Club attract great support for this meet-
ing which, together with reductions on the ferries, make it
likely to be incredibly good value-for-money. A National A
race licence is the minimum requirement.

If it is only half as good as last year it will be a superb week-
end .

Peter Sargeant on /01531 650760

Silverstone Summerfest '97 — 30/31 August

The provisional times for this meeting have now been con-
firmed as:

Friday 29th 11.15-11.45
15.15-15.45 Testing
Saturday 30th 12.30-13.00 Sign on and scrutineering
14.10-14.25 Practice
Sunday 31st  tba Race

For what it’s worth, this is likely to be a very well-attended and
popular day as it features the Lord’s Taverners Raceday and the
FOX FM Unipart Party in the pits. They say that there will be
a host of sporting and television celebrities and a live six-hour
music stage from midday with many of the UK’s top pop acts.
It will be promoted by FOX FM and The Mail on Sunday with
special ticket offers.

A good one to take the family to — personally I’'m just taking my
earplugs.

Dear ] BOVHC Clarke,

Let’s get some facts straight. Talking of bores, John, +8s have
88m bores and 8 of them. So that small bore in my trousers is
larger than yours and I've got twice as many. Impressed?

Re Chris Alford: what a fantastic achievement. Having myself
had the fastest x-flow 4/4 on the race circuit (faster than +4s) |
understand how Chris must have felt.

Re the Le Mans class win in 1962 — this achievement could
never be matched by a Moss box +8. The reason is quite sim-
ple — the Moss box +8 and | weren’t there at the time!

So, Right Hon Jesse S S Ports James — try to stick that lot up.
Rev L B-T

Car shows (taken from autox.team.net)

“The “no wash show” sounds like fun. A few of us have made a
practice of voting for the cars with the most bug guts at Participant
Voting shows! Those cars are definitely driven and the owners
aren’t spending every moment from the second they arrive on the
field washing & polishing. This started at a large MG show here in
Canada several years ago. Our MG friends were amazed when
some rubber bumper Bs had to be moved a short distance. They
loaded them back on their trailers to move them a span of 50 feet!
That’s when we decided to “go for the guts”! Then there was the
large Mustang show in Pensacola in 1991. A couple we befriended
spent 150 hours detailing the underside of their '67 Stang. They
were in a tizzy the whole weekend because the “playboy pink”
covertible had shown up in their class & they always lose the first
place to them. To top it all off, the “gold card judge” said their jack
was incorrect & they would lose points (despite the fact that it came
with the car from new). Now Mustangs, like possibly some mass
produced Brits, were cranked out at such a rate, that any parts that
were available were thrown in, especially at model change time.
They caved. Bought a new “correct” jack from an on-site vendor.
After all the angst, they managed to tie for first with their opponents
- and went home renewed.”

“Things do seem a lot less complex out in your neck of the coun-
try! The pleasant experience you describe reminds me of a little
event in a town called Grand Valley we went to a number of years
ago. Part of a country fair, this was their first car show. There was
a competition on fire hoses, whereby teams took on the volunteer
firefighters - everyone got soaked. There was a chicken shitting con-
test (I won’t get into it but a unique form of wagering!), and the
people were friendly.”

Fred Kuzyk, President, Morgan Sports Car Club Canada
And finally, concerning Mog 97
“We arrived at the place being used to give out scenic run guide-
books. The best part was the Burger stand which also sold hot tea
(and soup). While it had been wet in the valley, up here we were
in the clouds. Visibility was about 30 yards and there was a wir-
wir-wir sound in the air from quite a number of sources. Many
people running round with WD40 and (as my son put it at the
time) more Morgans with their tops UP than had ever been seen
before. There was one couple driving around with aeroscreens (say
no more)....” [Ed: Gosh, Simon and Kate get everywhere ...]

Dave Vodden, 1992 plus 4 4 seater, Hampshire UK.

Circuit Pembrey
Date 28-Jul-97
LAP CHART
Laps -->
Pos| 1 2 3 4 5] 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 | Qual
1,8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8|1
2120 20 20 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16 16| 2
3|16 16 16 14 14 14 6 6 6 6 6 6| 3
4 |14 14 14 6 6 6 2 2 2 2 2 2 4
5 2 6 6 2 2 2 1 21 21 21 21 21| 7
6 6 2 2 1 1 1 21 1 1 1 1 1 5
7 1 1 1 21 21 21 13 13 13 13 13 13| 8
8 |21 21 21 13 13 13 54 54 39 39 39 39| 6
9 |13 13 13 54 54 54 25 25 25 54 54 54| 10
10 | 54 54 54 25 25 25 39 39 54 25 25 25| 13
117125 3% 3H 39 39 339 3B 3H 3B 3B 3H 3H| 12
1213 25 25 3» 3B 3H 17 17 17 17 17 17| 9
13118 18 39 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18 18| 16
14 | 17 17 18 17 17 17 22 22 22 22 22 22| 14
15 122 39 17 22 22 22 34 34 34 34 34 34|15
16 | 39 34 34 34 34 34 23 23 23 23 23 23| 11
17 | 34 23 23 23 23 23 17
18 | 23 22 22 18




Thorgan. Motor Company Thallenge

Circuit b Length 1.456 mil NS
ircuit Pembre engr . miles - =- = ]
Date 27-Jul-97y Weather/track Sunny/dry Q u a_ I I fy I n g . Bentley DI’IVEII'S
Silverstone National
PRACTICE Time Behind
Pos _No Class Driver Car (mins: secs) _ Lap (secs) kph mph & R a C e Saturd ay 9 AUgUSt
1 8 A PeterGarland +8 10444 5 130.91 81.34
2 20 A Simon McDermott +8 1:04.98 4 0.54 129.82 80.66 @
3 16 B Malcolm Paul +8 1:05.89 4 145  128.02 79.55 Pits Straight Copse
4 14 B Grahame Walker +8 10589 5 145  128.02 79.55 R esu I t S et oer
5 6 A ChasWindridge +8  1:.0750 5 3.06  124.97 77.65 Brogklands
6 21 D James Paterson +8 1:08.79 5 4.35 122.63 76.20
7 2 A Mike Fellows +8 10909 4 465  122.09 75.87
8 1 D MartinKurrein 48 11040 4 596 11982 7445 Lfietd
9 35 D ChrisSpringall +8 11043 5 599  119.77 7442 (s
10 13 D Chris Acklam +8  1:1158 3 714 117.85 73.23 D
11 39 D Simon Orebi Gann +8 11173 5 729  117.60 73.07 Ceney
12 25 E ColinTreble +8 11215 5 771 116.92 72.65 Testing:
13 54 E Peter Horsman +8 1:12.38 6 7.94 116.55 72.42 .
14 17 E Jack Bellinger +8 1:12.65 5 8.21 116.11 72.15 Testing available the day
15 22 E  Barry Sumner +4 1:12.88 6 8.44 115.75 71.92 before on Friday 38
16 18 E  John Clarke +4SS 11454 5 1010 11317 70.32 .
17 34 C Peter Sargeant +4 11748 4 1304 10887  67.65 August. Cost is £110 for
18 23 C Doug Taylerson +4 12048 4 1604 1048 6513 three 50 minute sessions.
Garage £15. Must book
RACE Race time Behind Best and pay in advance. Tel:
Pos No Class Driver Car _(mins: secs) _Laps (secs) kph mph lap _on kph mph Nanette Houston 01327-
1 8 A PeterGarland +8  14:3504 13 125.32 7787 1:0368 2 13247 8231
2 16 B Malcolm Paul +8 144286 13 07.82 12421 7718 1:0640 2 127.04 78.94 320216.
3 6 A ChasWindridge +8 145388 13 1884 122,68 7623  1:0738 3 12519 77.79 Petrol:
4 2 A Mike Fellows +8 151692 13 4188  119.60 7431 1:0901 4 12224 75.95
5 21 D James Paterson +8 152168 13 46.64  118.98 7393 1:0945 5 12146 75.47 Available.
6 13 D ChrisAcklam +8  15:2369 13 4865 11872 7377 10921 12 12188 75.73 L
7 39 D SimonOrebi Gann 48 154288 13 10784 11631 7227 11005 9 12042 7483 Circuit length
8 54 E Peter Horsman +8 14:3960 12 llap 11508 7151 11137 3 11819 73.44 1.649 miles
9 25 E ColinTreble +8 144018 12 1lap 11501 7146  1:1128 6 11834 7354
10 35 D Chris Springall 8 144771 12 1lap 114.03 70.86 1:11.04 2 118.74 73.78 Lap records
11 17 E Jack Bellinger +8 150257 12 1lap 112.15 69.69 11302 9 11552 7178
12 18 E JohnClarke +45S 150860 12 1lap 11141 6923 11341 9 11491 7140 Class A 1:06.18
13 22 E  Barry Sumner + 151797 12 llap  110.27 6852  1:1359 8 114,63 71.23 Matthew Wurr
14 34 C Peter Sargeant +4  14:39.55 9 2 laps 86.32 53.63 11799 2 108.16 67.21 .
15 23 C DougTaylerson +4 144088 9  2laps 8619 5355 11803 2 10811 6717 Class B 1:09.82
Malcolm Paul
Not classified
1 D MartinKurrein 48 141279 12 dnf  118.70 7376 1:0943 12 12150 75.49 Class C 1:17.19
14 B Grahame Walker +8  6:46.69 6 dnf 12445 7733 1:0614 3 12754 79.25 Stephen Lockett
20 A Simon McDermott +8 3:22.29 1 dnf 41.70 2591 1:04.97 2 129.84 80.68 Class D 1:14.69
Fastest laps (mins: secs)  on kph mph Chris Springall
A Peter Garland +8 1:03.68 2 132.47 82.31 New lap record i
B Grahame Walker +8 1:06.14 3 12754 79.25 New lap record Class E i
C  Peter Sargeant +4 1:17.99 5  108.16 67.21 John Clarke
D  Chris Acklam +8 1:09.21 12 12188 75.73 New lap record
E  Colin Treble +8 1:11.28 6 11834 73.54 New lap record Programme
Existing Lap Records (mins: secs) kph mph All Comers’ Handicap
Jul-95 A Matthew Wurr +8  1:0446 130.86 81.32 (slower); Bentley Scratch;
B Alan Wickendon +8 1:08.20 123.69 76.86 MGT Championship and
C  Alan Wickenden +4 1:11.00 118.81 73.83 ACOC Scratch; Bentley /
Jul-95 D Martin Kurrein +8 1:10.75 119.23 74.09 Lagonda Handicap;
E  Jack Bellinger +8 1:11.90 117.32 72.90 MSCC Tony Morgan-
Tipp memorial (MMCC
Challenge race); Vintage
and PVT Handicap;
ZANDVOORT MSCC Scratch for Morris
Any information, stories, photos or anything remotely interesting entry forms Stapleton Trophy., Vintage
: ' and PVT Scratch; All
to participants in the race series to Chris Acklam at enclosed. Carae [Hemele
The Old Vicarage, Sellindge, Ashford, Kent TN25 6EH. , . . ] P .
Tel: +44 (0)1303 813803 Fax +44 (0)1303 813737 Don’t miss out on this (faster); Bentley Handicap;
email: chrisack@cix.compulink.co.uk  Compuserve: 100021,3206 great weekend. All Comers’ Scratch




